
 
 
 

Lead Restoration Technician 
 

Job Title: Lead Restoration Technician 
Reports to: Restoration Ecologist 
Start Date: Open until filled, applications reviewed as received 
Hours: Full-time (35-40 hours/week, flexible schedule) 
Rate: $25-28/hour, DOE 
Other benefits: Paid vacation accrual, sick leave, family leave, 100% health care coverage on group plan, 
flexible schedule with hybrid office/remote work possible 

About Sierra Streams Institute: Sierra Streams Institute (SSI) is a watershed monitoring, research, 
restoration and educational group based in Nevada City, California, located in the Sierra Nevada foothills.  
Our mission is to promote scientific knowledge and stewardship of Sierra Nevada watersheds through 
research, restoration, education, and community science. Over the past two decades, SSI has grown to 
become a vitally important voice in the regional scientific community. 

At SSI, we utilize a science-based approach to work on behalf of environmental and human health. Many 
of our projects entail working directly with citizen scientists to collect water quality, benthic 
macroinvertebrate, algae, wildlife and physical habitat data. SSI’s Restoration Program employs tailored 
approaches, including process-based restoration methods, to foster functioning, self-sustaining 
ecosystems. Current active projects include post dam-removal monitoring and restoration with a focus on 
Chinook salmon habitat, fish passage improvements, spawning habitat restoration such as gravel 
augmentation, and nature trail construction. 

Job Description: 

SSI’s Restoration Program is seeking a self-starting lead restoration technician with a demonstrated ability 
to work well both independently and as part of a team, with excellent communication skills, both verbal 
and written. 

The physical demands here are representative of those that must be met by an employee to successfully 
perform the essential functions of this job. The work requires extended physical exertion for long periods 
of time including walking, climbing, chopping, throwing, lifting, pulling, and frequently carrying objects 
weighing up to 50 lbs or more, and is conducted outdoors in variable weather conditions including rain, 
snow, and extreme heat.   

The lead restoration technician shall be responsible for duties which may be assigned by the Restoration 
Ecologist, as well as the Forest Ecologist, Water Quality Lab Program Manager and BMI Lab Manager or 
Executive Director from time to time, including:   



 
● Supervising fellow field and restoration technicians while in the field, and coordinating field site  

logistics for all restoration projects as directed or delegated by the Restoration Ecologist. 
● Assist with planning and implementing restoration work with a process-based restoration 

approach. 
● Perform invasive species management using a variety of tools including hand tools, chainsaws, 

and brush cutters. 
● Manage data collection and storage on restoration projects consistent with SSI data management 

standards, including modification/revision of data management practices as data standards evolve 
in response to SSI or partner requests. 

● Coordinate with the Executive Director and appropriate staff to lead analysis of restoration data.  
● Generate project outreach materials for partner communication, the community, and conference 

presentation.  
● Assuming additional project supervisory duties as periodically assigned by the Restoration 

Ecologist. 

To apply, please email monica@sierrastreamsinstitute.org with the subject title “Lead Restoration 
Technician Application”, and include a cover letter, resume, a 1-2 page writing sample (i.e. student paper, 
blog post, report, newsletter article, professional email message, etc, as informal or formal as you prefer 
to share your written communication skills), and three references.  

 


